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Balancing digital 
participation and protection



Protection from any kind of discrimination (Article 2), all forms of abuse and 
neglect (Art. 19), including sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (Art. 34) and 
other forms of exploitation prejudicial to the child’s welfare (Art. 36), from 
‘information and material injurious to the child’s well-being’ (Art. 17e), ‘arbitrary 
or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family or correspondence [and] 
unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation’ (Art. 16)

Provision to support children’s rights to life and development (Art.6), to 
preserve his or her identity (Art. 8), to an education to support the 
development of their full potential (Art. 28), prepare them ‘for responsible life 
in a free society’ (Art. 29), to recreation and leisure appropriate to their age 
(Art. 31), to diverse material of social and cultural benefit to the child (including 
minorities) to promote children’s well-being (Art. 17) and all appropriate 
measures for recovery from neglect, exploitation or abuse (Art.39) 

Participation: ‘In all actions concerning children… the best interests of the 
child shall be a primary consideration’ (Art. 3), including the right of children to 
be consulted in all matters affecting them (Art. 12), to freedom of expression 
(Art. 13) , freedom of thought (Art.14), of association and assembly (Art. 15), to 
information (Art.17) and to participate fully in cultural life (Art.31)

UNCRC and the 3Ps



Protection – rising anxieties



The ladder of online participation

http://globalkidsonline.net/ladder-of-participation/

http://globalkidsonline.net/ladder-of-participation/


Dilemmas



What upsets children online?

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/62093/

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/62093/


How big is the problem?



Learning or distraction?



Vulnerability and support



Risky opportunities and resilience



The role of parents



Privacy – the new frontier



“At what age do you 
think your child will 
be or was old 
enough to make 
their own decisions 
about the websites 
or apps they use?”

2000+ UK parents
of 0-17 year olds

Evolving capacity



Countries balance in different ways

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/52023/

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/52023/


What’s new?



The new normal

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/parenting4digitalfuture/2019/05/08/tv-online-and-on-
demand-childrens-changing-viewing-habits-in-the-digital-age/

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/parenting4digitalfuture/2019/05/08/tv-online-and-on-demand-childrens-changing-viewing-habits-in-the-digital-age/


Guidance



Thank you

“In all actions 
concerning children…, 
the best interests of 
the child shall be a 
primary consideration”
(UNCRC art.3)


