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Russia to immediately halt  i ts  invasion to protect the l ives,  safety and wel l-
being of chi ldren.  Whi le both Russia and Ukraine have rat if ied the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of  the Chi ld,  i t  is  impossible for the Ukrainian
Government to protect the r ights of  i ts  chi ld c it izens under condit ions of  war;
Al l  part ies involved to ensure that humanitar ian aid reaches safely and quickly
chi ldren and famil ies in need.  ENOC and individual  ENOC members wi l l
cooperate with relevant international  organisat ions to provide support and
humanitar ian assistance to Ukraine’s  most vulnerable chi ldren and young
people.

ENOC/EU PARLIAMENT OPEN LETTER
ENOC Chair  and the Vice-President of  the European Parl iament/Coordinator on
Chi ldren’s  Rights ,  Ewa Kopacz,  co-signed an Open Letter for the protect ion of
unaccompanied and separated chi ldren,  and chi ldren in inst itut ional  care f leeing
from Ukraine to the EU. ENOC cal led on the European Commission and EU Member
States to cooperate with the Ukrainian authorit ies and relevant international  and
non-governmental  organisat ions to immediately establ ish a mandatory screening,
registrat ion and monitor ing system for unaccompanied and separated chi ldren and
chi ldren from inst itut ional  care in Ukraine.   Read the or iginal  letter here .

ENOC STATEMENT 
ENOC issued a Statement  expressing i ts  deepest concerns regarding the safety and
wel l-being of chi ldren trapped in the outbreak of the devastat ing war in Ukraine.
ENOC reiterated its  support  and sol idar ity to the Ukrainian Par l iament
Commissioner for Human Rights in i ts  role to protect and promote the human
rights of  chi ldren and young people.  Among others ,  ENOC cal led on:

NEW COE STRATEGY ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
On the 7th-8th of Apri l ,  the Chi ldren's  Rights Divis ion of the Counci l  of  Europe
launched the new Strategy on the Rights of  the Chi ld (2022-2027) "Chi ldren’s
Rights  in  Action:  from continuous implementation to  jo int  innovation” .  The high-
level  launching conference  for  the new strategy saw a proact ive engagement from
the part  of  var ious ENOC members.  In part icular ,  ENOC Chair  -  Theoni
Koufonikolakou -  moderated the "deep dive conversat ion" on Ensur ing chi ldren’s
access  to  qual i ty  mental  health serv ices  and spoke at  the High-level  plenary session
"Member states and international  organisat ions /  INGOs".

EU PARLIAMENT
On 21st of  Apri l ,  the EU Parl iament held an extraordinary EMPL/JURI Committees
meeting on "Exchange of  v iews on the r isk  of  i l legal  adopt ion concerning Ukrainian
chi ldren from inst i tut ional  care f lee ing from war" .  ENOC Chair  was invited to
intervene and her speech,  as wel l  as the whole meeting,   can be accessed here .
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http://enoc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Joint-ENOC-EP-VP-Open-Letter-on-protection-of-vulnerable-children-from-Ukraine-in-UE-EP-Coordinator-ENOC-for-website.pdf
http://enoc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/ENOC-statement-on-Ukraine-28022022.pdf
http://enoc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/ENOC-statement-on-Ukraine-28022022.pdf
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/rome-launching-conference-2022?_82_struts_action=%2Flanguage%2Fview&_82_languageId=fr_FR
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=0900001680a5a064
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/juri_20220421-1645-COMMITTEE-EMPL-JURI


EU & INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN THE

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS FIELD




SAVE THE
DATES!

Online
ENOC/UNICEF/UNCRC
COMMITTEE LAUNCH
EVENT ON THE CRIA
SYNTHESIS REPORT
(1st June,  13.30-15.00
CET)

Warsaw 
ENOC  SPRING
SEMINAR 
(8th -  10th June)

Bilbao
ENYA Forum 
(28th-30th June)

Reykjavik
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
(19th-21st September)

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT COORDINATOR 
On Tuesday 15 March 2022,  the EP Coordinator on Chi ldren’s  Rights presented
her annual  report  2021 to the Committee on Legal  Affairs .  The report  provides a
summary of the main act iv it ies undertaken by the Coordinator in 2021 together
with the work programme for 2022.

GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN 
The Global  Partnership to End Violence Against  Chi ldren publ ished
" Implementat ion Guidance:  a  strategy to e l iminate v io lent  punishment of  chi ldren"  -
avai lable in eight languages! .  By the awareness that law reform alone wi l l  not
el iminate violent punishment,  this  Implementat ion Guidance descr ibes f ive broad
steps in moving from prohibit ion to el iminat ion of corporal  punishment and the
bui lding of non-violent chi ldhoods.

MISSING CHILDREN EUROPE
Missing Chi ldren Europe launched a new web page  dedicated to missing Ukrainian
chi ldren.  The website provides information on how to report  a missing Ukrainian
chi ld across Europe,  posters of  Ukrainian chi ldren currently reported missing as
wel l  as resources to support missing chi ldren and their  fami l ies f leeing Ukraine.




EU COMMISSION
The EU Commission opened a cal l  for  evidence  to feed into the upcoming EU
Care strategy .  Eurochi ld and other actors which have long being advocating on
the matter ,  made their  contr ibutions to the cal l .  Read Eurochi ld ‘F irst  Years,  First
Priority posit ion’ ,  publ ished in response to the cal l  for  evidence.  






UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
On the 9th of March,  the UN Human Rights Counci l  held i ts  annual  ful l -day
meeting on the r ights of  the chi ld addressing the issue of family reunif icat ion and
organis ing a panel  discussion on family reunif icat ion in the context of  migrat ion.
It  a lso continued its  interact ive dia logue with the Special  Rapporteur in the f ie ld
of cultural  r ights .  To read the speeches of the panel ,  c l ick here .  
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/coordinator-on-children-rights/latest-information
https://endcorporalpunishment.org/resources/implementation-guidance-2021/
https://missingchildreneurope.eu/ukraine/?msclkid=a94b26f1c49511ec9ee760c3db63ffac
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Finfo%2Flaw%2Fbetter-regulation%2Fhave-your-say%2Finitiatives%2F13298-European-Care-Strategy%2FaddFeedback_en%3Fp_id%3D28932649&data=04%7C01%7Claetitia.vandervennet%40picum.org%7Caefd3c77863541a8c8a908d9fc2f942a%7C1aa65992e5e043cbb33b8a4a696b4eca%7C1%7C0%7C637818103550507638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hbgxr9b%2F4%2BVvtrCGo%2F0FrGrlkfIPABmbiN5POn%2BGitY%3D&reserved=0
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13298-European-care-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13298-European-care-strategy_en
https://firstyearsfirstpriority.eu/the-campaign/
https://firstyearsfirstpriority.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/FYFP-Position-on-European-Care-Strategy.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/03/human-rights-council-holds-panel-discussion-family-reunification-context?msclkid=9f1a6f41c63e11ec9cb3894062e4e7af
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/03/human-rights-council-holds-panel-discussion-family-reunification-context?msclkid=9f1a6f41c63e11ec9cb3894062e4e7af


UPDATE ON ENOC MEMBERS’ ACTIVITIES



ARMENIA

At the end of his  6 years term, the Human Rights Defender of  Armenia,  Arman
Tatoyan,  summarised the act iv it ies carr ied out in relat ion to the protect ion of
chi ld 's  r ights in a video  avai lable with Engl ish subtit les .



ESTONIA

Check the Chancel lor  of  Just ice of  Estonia Annual  Report  2021  (avai lable in
Engl ish) .  



FINLAND

In February,  the Ombudsman for Chi ldren in Finland publ ished the fol lowing
report  to the Par l iament.  Submitted every 4 years ,  the report  a ims to inform the
Parl iament on how the r ights of  the chi ld are uphold and implemented in Finland,
and which are the current chi ldren's  r ights related chal lenges in the country.

GREECE
On the 12th of Apri l ,  the UNICEF Greece Country Off ice and the Greek
Ombudsman presented the report  "The Impact of  COVID-19 Restr ict ive Measures
on the Rights of  the Chi ld"  (avai lable in Greeek here ) .  The research showed that
restr ict ive measures to contain the pandemic created a ser ies of  chal lenges that
signif icantly affected the l ives of  chi ldren special ly  in the f ie lds of  education,
mental  health and domestic violence.







-        

ITALY
In November 2021,  the Ita l ian Independent Authority for chi ldren and adolescents
dedicated the World Chi ldren's  Day to promote chi ldren’s  r ights to part ic ipat ion,
organis ing an inst itut ional  meeting and the launch of the "Manifesto" on
Children’s  Participation .



LATVIA

With the entry into force of the Optional  Protocol  to the UN Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel ,  Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,  the
Off ice of  the Ombudsman of the Republ ic  of  Latvia wi l l  be entrusted with the
functioning of a nat ional  preventive mechanism or a system of regular  v is its  to
inst itut ions where people are or might be deprived of l iberty ( i .e . ,  orphanages,
nursing homes,  psychoneurological  hospitals ) .

SLOVENIA
The Ombudsman of Slovenia,  Peter Svetina,  publ ished its  Second Annual  Report
avai lable here .

UNITED KINGDOM
The Minister of  State at  the Department for Level l ing Up,  Housing and
Communit ies and Minister for Equal it ies ,  invited the Chi ldren's  Commissioner for
England to undertake an  independent review into family l i fe  in  the UK to
understand more about how chi ldren,  parents ,  the wider family ,  and community
feel  about family l i fe today.



3

WELCOME TO THE

NEW COMERS!

Ms.Krist inne Grigoryan,
the new Human Rights
Defender of  the
Republ ic  of  Armenia

Ms.Antoniette Vassal lo,
the new Chi ldren's
Commissioner for Malta

Ms.Rocio Sifuentes,  the
new Chi ldren's
Commissioner for Wales

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4KoTE7WKkQ
https://www.oiguskantsler.ee/annual-report-2021/
http://urn.fi/URN:ISBN:978-952-259-995-7
https://www.unicef.org/greece/%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%B8%CE%AD%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%B9%CF%82/%CE%BF%CE%B9-%CE%B5%CF%80%CE%B9%CF%80%CF%84%CF%8E%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%B9%CF%82-%CF%84%CF%89%CE%BD-%CF%80%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%B9%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8E%CE%BD-%CE%BC%CE%AD%CF%84%CF%81%CF%89%CE%BD-covid-19-%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B1-%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9%CF%8E%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1-%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%85-%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%B9%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%8D
https://www.garanteinfanzia.org/sites/default/files/2022-03/manifesto.pdf
https://www.varuh-rs.si/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/lp/LP_2020/Annual_Report_2020.pdf
https://www.varuh-rs.si/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/lp/LP_2020/Annual_Report_2020.pdf
https://www.varuh-rs.si/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/lp/LP_2020/Annual_Report_2020.pdf
https://childrenscommissioner.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16993ca94a1f1469c8830a765&id=b8b83251aa&e=556c288a24
https://childrenscommissioner.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16993ca94a1f1469c8830a765&id=b8b83251aa&e=556c288a24
https://childrenscommissioner.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16993ca94a1f1469c8830a765&id=b8b83251aa&e=556c288a24
https://childrenscommissioner.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16993ca94a1f1469c8830a765&id=b8b83251aa&e=556c288a24


PUBLICATIONS ON CHILDREN'S RIGHTS



CSO/IOs



Anchored by new data analysis  on the impact of  COVID-19 on chi ldren,  UNICEF
publ ished  “Preventing a lost  decade:  Urgent action to reverse the devastating
impact of  COVID-19 on chi ldren and young people”,  a report  on how the COVID-
19 represents the most devastat ing global  cr is is  for  chi ldren in UNICEF 75-year
history,  putt ing years of  progress in education,  vaccinat ions,  and equal ity at  r isk .  

Bui lding on its  ear l ier  research,  FRA publ ished ‘Guardianship systems for
unaccompanied chi ldren in the EU ’ ,  a  report  which looks at  key developments in
the area s ince 2014 and suggests how to address chal lenges and improve the
diverse guardianship systems in the EU.

The Chi ld Circ le KIND Europe publ ished the br ief ing paper  “Note on
Unaccompanied Chi ldren Fleeing From Ukraine”.  The br ief ing paper is  intended to  
provide EU stakeholders with an overview of the different c ircumstances in which
unaccompanied chi ldren f leeing Ukraine might arr ive in Europe and an outl ine of
the different rules that wi l l  apply to their  s i tuat ions.  I t  descr ibes the procedural
diff icult ies they may encounter and sets out cr it ical  areas for act ion.  

The European Network for Statelessness publ ished a 2nd Advocacy Brief ing –
“BRIEFING: Update on access to protection for  stateless refugees from Ukraine”
providing updated information and recommendations on access to protect ion for
stateless refugees from Ukraine,  including under the EU Temporary Protect ion
Direct ive (TPD).



ACADEMIA

THE CHILD'S RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN FAMILY LAW DISPUTES 
In family law proceedings,  such as divorce,  chi ldren are afforded the r ight to
express their  v iews and these must be considered ser iously during the del iberat ion
by the decis ion-maker.  This  book examines the international  and European human
rights frameworks through the lens of  the chi ld 's  r ight to part ic ipate.
AUTHOR(S) :Charlotte Mol;  SERIES:  European Family Law VOLUME: 52

CHILDREN'S ACCESS TO JUSTICE
This book is  a  col lect ion of contr ibutions examining chi ldren's  access to just ice
within selected jur isdict ions and var ious areas of  law. It  explores chi ldren's
part ic ipat ion in judic ia l  and non-judicia l  procedures in pract ice and discusses
various obstacles to part ic ipat ion.
EDITOR(S) :  Mona Paré,  Mariel le Bruning,  Thierry Moreau,  Carol ine Siffrein-Blanc
book |  publ ished |  1st  edit ion |  Apri l  2022 |  xvi i i  + 258 pp.




TO READ MORE

FROM THE

ACADEMIA




ENOC is co-funded by the European
Union's Citizenship, Equality, Rights and
Values (CERV) programme. The content
of this publication represents only the
views of ENOC and is its sole
responsibility. The European
Commission does not accept any
responsibility for use that may be made
of the information it contains.

ENOC Secretariat
Council of Europe « Agora Building »
Office n° B5 07V
67075 Strasbourg Cedex
Web: www.enoc.eu 
Tel: +33 3 90 21 54 88
e-mail: secretariat@ombudsnet.org 

If you have any suggestions or if
you would like to include any
information or upcoming events in
our newsletter, please send the
details to secretariat@enoc.eu
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CLICK HERE

https://unicef.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=868bc193d9fcfe837d3fb7bc3&id=86bc2f1348&e=9069ce6d89
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffra.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fpublication%2F2022%2Fguardianship-systems-children-update&data=04%7C01%7CCathrin.LARIMIAN%40fra.europa.eu%7C128bf6a77111450dd64b08d9f058bc67%7C1554387a5fa2411faf7934ef7ad3cf7b%7C0%7C0%7C637805086182573353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AQglxNeIh07KxVwktZsUMzs3yHQksUMgWdu4TqcIc1I%3D&reserved=0
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/particular-threats-to-childrens-care-and-protection/children-affected-by-armed-conflict-and-displacement/note-on-unaccompanied-children-fleeing-from-ukraine?msclkid=dc79e1f8c6f411ec8988dd281673b1a4
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/publications/update-access-protection-stateless-refugees-ukraine?msclkid=e2095685c6f611ec9291a537c029fb10
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/publications/update-access-protection-stateless-refugees-ukraine?msclkid=e2095685c6f611ec9291a537c029fb10
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/publications/update-access-protection-stateless-refugees-ukraine?msclkid=e2095685c6f611ec9291a537c029fb10
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/publications/update-access-protection-stateless-refugees-ukraine?msclkid=e2095685c6f611ec9291a537c029fb10
https://intersentia.com/en/the-child-s-right-to-participate-in-family-law-disputes.html
https://intersentia.com/en/the-child-s-right-to-participate-in-family-law-disputes.html
https://intersentia.com/en/author/index/view/id/4498/
https://intersentia.com/en/product/series/show/id/9168/
https://intersentia.com/en/shop/vakgebied/law/childrens-rights/children-s-access-to-justice.html
https://intersentia.com/en/author/index/view/id/4416/
https://intersentia.com/en/author/index/view/id/4110/
https://intersentia.com/en/author/index/view/id/4414/
https://intersentia.com/en/author/index/view/id/4418/
http://enoc.eu/www.enoc.eu
mailto:secretariat@ombudsnet.org
mailto:secretariat@enoc.eu
https://intersentia.com/en/catalogsearch/result/index/?dir=desc&order=publication_date&q=CHILDREN+RIGHTS

