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Child Participation 

• Child participation is not just a right and a basic 
principle but it is also positive for the development 
of children and youth;  

 

• Child participation has a positive impact 
on community engagement and active citizenship; 

 

• Children have the right to be heard, to be involved 
in decision making and they have the right 
to access age-appropriate information. 



Meaningful Participation 

Lundy model of Child Participation 



Ensuring Meaningful Participation 

Child participation should be safe, ethical, inclusive and impactful. 
Participation needs to be: 

- Transparent and informative; 

- Voluntary; 

- Respectful; 

- Relevant; 

- Child-friendly; 

- Inclusive; 

- Supported; 

- Safe – Child Protection Policy; 

- Accountable. 



Child Participation, an Integral Part of 
our Work 

• As clearly stated in General Comment No 2 ICRIs 
should ‘ensure that the views of children are 
expressed and heard on matters concerning their 
human rights and in defining issues relating to 
their rights’. 

 

• In the work carried out by ICRIs, child participation 
can take various forms. 



Building Knowledge and Creating an 
Understanding 

• In order for our work to be effective we must really 
understand the challenges and experiences that children and 
young people face. 

• This is usually done through consultation with children by 
ICRIs. 

• The Office of the Commissioner for Children in Malta does 
this through various channels: 

- Council for Children (made up of adults and Children) 

- Advisory Group 

- Focus Groups 

- Research studies 

- Casework 



Consultation with children 

• Consultation is held with children of different ages. 

• We discuss many issues with our Advisory Group in 
order to guide our work and to set our priorities. 

• In order to empower as many children as possible we 
hold sessions in schools and other organisations. 

• Outreach participation programme to include 
vulnerable groups such as migrant children, victims of 
abuse etc.. 

• Nationwide focus Groups held to involve children in the 
Monitoring of the National Children’s Policy. 

• Some are more specific like visiting residential homes 
to listen to what children have to say. 

 



Collaborating with children 

• Collaborating with children in the development of 
resources to ensure that they are effective and 
age-appropriate. 

• Collaborating with children to create child-friendly 
versions of written documents. 

• Collaborating with children in the designing of 
awareness raising initiatives – For Example Social 
media campaigns. 

• Collaborating with Children to draw up 
recommendations  - ENYA, Manifesto for Children 





Child-Led Participation 

• Empowering children and young people to 
advocate for their rights – Addressing Policy 
makers at a National Conference on Child-friendly 
Towns ad Villages. 

• Identifying issues that need to be addressed and 
how they should be addressed. 

• Producing material for awareness raising and 
advocacy – For example a video to Commemorate 
Safer Internet Day. 

 





Empowerment 

• All children have a lot to offer through their insights and 
experiences. 

• It is our role to empower children and young people by 
building on their strengths. 

• We should show children and young people that they are 
valued and that we value their contributions. 

• We should support children to increase their awareness, 
skills and knowledge. 

• We should assure them of our commitment to keep them 
safe.  

• We should support peer relationships. 

• We should take what they say seriously and keep them 
informed of their influence on decision-making. 
 



Challenges 

• Reaching vulnerable groups. 

• Making child-participation age-appropriate especially for 
young children. 

• Time – child participation is a process. 

• Human Resources. 

• Convincing authorities to really listen to children. 

• Providing children with feedback following their 
participation. 

• Children are often de-motivated as they feel that they are 
not being listened to. 

• Lack of awareness on child participation. 

 



Useful Tools 



Thank You 

 

Questions? 

 

Email: suzanne.gili@gov.mt  


