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C H I L D R E N ’ S  

R I G H T S  A N D  T H E  

C L I M A T E  C R I S I S

• Receiving increased attention 

by UN, regional and national 

bodies

• Impetus on climate action 

driven largely by children

• Children’s rights were often 

neglected in that, particularly 

their right to take action for 

climate justice





C L I M A T E  J U S T I C E  &  

C H I L D R E N ’ S R I G H T S :

T H E  S Y N T H E S I S

R E P O R T

• Aim to capture what was 

happening across the ENOC 

membership. 

• Data was collected via a 

scoping survey -based on the 

CRC

• Presented under core CRC 
rights. 



O M B U D S P E R S O N S  

U P H O L D I N G  

C H I L D R E N ’ S  

R I G H T S  I N  T H E  

C L I M A T E  C R I S I S

• Many working on children’s 
rights in the context of the 
environment.

• Many inspired to be more active 
in this field during 2022,

• A strong theme amongst those 
surveyed was consultation with 
children 

• Flanders: Event in 2021 with 
the Flemish Parliament. 
Children presented and 
discussed topics with the 
members of the Parliament. 



T H E  B E S T  I N T E R E S T S  O F  C H I L D R E N  ( A RT I C L E  3 )  

• Most said no public assessment/diagnosis of the impact 
of the Climate Crisis on children in their jurisdiction. 

• BUT general acceptance by various countries that 
children are amongst the worst affected by the climate 
crisis. 

Jersey: In 2019, a States Assembly declared a climate 
emergency and suggested to the government that they 
create a Carbon Neutral Strategy. Children’s rights have 
been prominent. Some extensive consultation with 
children in the formation of climate plans and policies 
were outlined. 



T H E  R I G H T  T O  L E A R N  A B O U T  H U M A N  

R I G H T S  ( A RT I C L E  2 9 ( 1 ) ( B ) )

• Most members reported that children 
are receiving education about human 
rights, although it is not consistent 
across all levels and does not always 
include learning about how to take 
action and to  claim and defend human 
rights

• Wales is introducing a new national 
curriculum which has a focus on ethical 
action, including in the context of climate 
change



T H E  R I G H T  T O  L E A R N  A B O U T  

R E S P E C T  F O R  T H E  N A T U R A L  

E N V I R O N M E N T  ( A R T I C L E  2 9 ) ( 1 )  ( E )

• Almost all members reported that children receive education 

in relation to environmental issues

• A lot of that is conducted by environmental NGOs

• Albania: One of the seven key competencies in the new 

curriculum is: Competence for life, environment and 

entrepreneurship. 



T H E  R I G H T  T O  S E E K ,  

R E C E I V E  A N D  I M P A R T  

I N F O R M A T I O N  

( A R T I C L E  1 3 ,  C R C )

• Many states have provided children 
with child-friendly information 
about the environment.

• All respondents indicated that 
children were able to share 
information freely 

• Ireland: The Climate Action Plan 
2021is also published in an 
infographic



T H E  R I G H T  T O  B E  H E A R D  

( A R T I C L E  1 2 ,  C R C )

• Most respondents indicated that children had not 
been consulted on climate  policy

• Many provided examples of NGOs and other 
working with children to lobby government on 
issues related to the environment and climate 
change. 

• In Scotland, the Children’s Parliament established 
climate change makers for ongoing work after 
children took part in the Climate Assembly



F R E E D O M  O F  

A S S O C I A T I O N  

( A R T I C L E  1 5 ,  C R C )

• Minimum age restriction on 
forming/ joining association a 
barrier

• Basque Country: The Organic 
Law on the Legal Protection of 
Minors includes the right to 
participation, association and 
assembly.



F R E E D O M  O F  

P E A C E F U L  A S S E M B L Y  

( A R T I C L E  1 5 ,  C R C )

• Respondents reported that 

children had been actively 

involved in climate protests

• many noted that children 

would need the permission of 

their families 

• some schools were supportive and 

some were not.  



A C C E S S  T O  

J U S T I C E  A N D  

R E D R E S S

• Lack of access to complaint and 
redress

• Lack of information 

• Too slow

• Many offices had  received 
complaints about the environment

• Some uncertainty about the ability of 
children to take cases related to 
environmental damage

• The Office of the Ombudsperson for 
Children in Croatia has adapted 
accessible complaint forms, as well as 
an email to which a complaint can be 
sent



C O N C L U D I N G  

T H O U G H T S
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